Education and Culture DG

Lifelong learning Programme

NEWSLETTER

Connect Through Our Differences
Special points of interest:
* Memories from our trips to Sweden & Austria
* Evaluation of the project done by our students & teachers

EDITORIAL
Friendship – the power of life
„There are good ships, and there are wood ships, the ships that sail
the sea. But may the best ships be friendships, and may they always be.”
Edward Kennedy
During this project we have talked a lot about the friendship, about
its importance in our lives and the huge value which it brings. But what
is friendship ? Perhaps, we can compare it to a ship, which drifts through
life, sometimes calmly pushed by gentle breeze and another day roughly,
and only the strongest board is able to overcome fortune’s adversity. This
board is friendship.
Our common project „To connect through our differences” slowly
comes to the end. This work was different from others. The main idea
wasn’t to build or invent something. The heart of it were people, their
attitude to life and the exisitng beauty which comes from their diversity.
The only way to create strong bonds between people is a good
knowledge about each other. We had such opportunity during last two
years when we visited eight countries and discovered new cultures and
habits. Every time we found something new and we were able to compare
it with our reality. During the first visit in Denmark we introduced schools,
educational systems and were familiarized with the various architecture.
In France we could felt the Christmas spirit and were acquainted with
the national traditional celebrations and religious holidays. During the
time spent in Bulgaria we got to know the national folk dances and songs
and we also could show beauty of our nature. The leitmotif in Hungary
was also connected with music, but here we could present it more from
the instrumental side and introduce the most famous national singers.
Afterwards, in Portugal, every participating country could show their
own pride during the presentation “The national footprint in the world”.
However, in Latvia we were all cooks who delighted others with the
regional cuisine. The next visit was in Sweden, which put emphasis on
lifestyle. There we all shared our ideas about national trends connected
with work and leisure time activities. Our last visit was in Austria where
we participated in acting and writing workshops and we all created the
videofilm about cultural variety of participating countries as well.
Those all meetings helped us to perceive a real beauty in our
diversities and made us aware of one thing. The most lasting bound,
which people can create between them, are not the bounds of money but
friendship, which doesn’t know any political or racial borders and has an
amazing power of joining people forever.
Agnieszka Wargin
Polish Coordinator
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VÄRNAMO, THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS
‘The real voyage of discovery consists of not in seeking
new landscapes, but in having new eyes’.
(M.Proust)
Each mobility means going from self to self, passing through others. It indicates to an
international event as how it happened in Sweden.
No doubt, December is the best time of the year in Värnamo
to experience a festive feeling of Christmas. It is how you can
soak up the yuletide atmosphere in the town that welcome
you with winter time. Värnamo is a walkable town to wander
down its pedestrian streets with townhouse shops and candelit cafes, decked with spruce garlands.
Christmas could not be Christmas without Saint Lucy’s
Day, celebrated on 13th December with procession of
white-clad singers carrying candles. A school event hold in
Grōndalsskolan, harked back to pagan winter traditions for
festival of light. The concert was a fine selection of Christmas
Carols. The music and dance movements were related to the
Swedish people, their mood, their way of life.
My hope is that Comenius partners recognised lifestyles for those whose values, attitudes and beliefs are different from theirs.
International understanding is one of the
central goals of this project in the independent world of nations. Whether or not it is
successful depends on degree to which
information is given. Partners presentation
on lifestyles was a chance to be away of
stereotypes, to focus on basic similarities

and differences.
Vāxjō, another destination town, is every
bit as Christmassy as Värnamo. Here we found
inspiring Scandinavian old town , beautifully
situated in a picturesque lake surronding. The
House of Immigration and Domkyrka were the
places to visit and discover significant chapters

in the history of Sweden.
The best way to get something done well is to give it to somebody who cares enough
to do it. Thank you, Levente and Dan-Ola, to get Swedish mobility done great! You were
those who did care enough to make our staying in Värnamo unforgettable.
Larisa Mačukāne,
Dagda Secondary School, Latvia
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EVALUATION OF MOBILITY IN SWEDEN
In December last year we had a mobility in Sweden, with 8 countries involved. The participating countries were Denmark, France, Bulgaria, Hungary, Portugal,
Latvia, Austria and Poland. We welcomed the countries with friendship and our traditions. Unfortunately, the Polish team wasn‘t present. Their argument was that
their pupils were too young to participate in this mobility, where the subject was lifestyle for the youths. The teachers in Poland explained that their pupils didn’t have
enough knowledge in English to converse about the subject. The other countries took part in our lifestyle for 4 days.
We compared our lifestyle with other countries‘ lifestyles. The representants from the different countries told us that their school system works in another way
than ours, it‘s possibly a bit old school. We explained how we work, we start to take in the information after that we make sketches. From the sketches we create
a module. After the module we present the finish result. All the other countries think that we from Sweden work in a different way. The way we work, is very good.
Countries like France and Bulgaria give the people lots of homework. It is not so in Sweden; if we take our schoolwork serious in our school time, the teachers don’t
give us so much homework.
As our subject/topic was lifestyle, we wanted our fellow visitors to have a kind of picture and experience of how a young Swede‘s everyday life normally is. It was
really fun to compare our lifestyle with other countries lifestyle. All countries had something together: That we put family and friends first.
The students took part in our tradition: Lucia. The countries liked it and it was very beautiful. This mobility was close to Christmas so we visited another town
called Växjö. A bigger town with new and old stores. The students had a warm Christmas feeling.
Kristian Rosenberg, Sweden

BULGARIA: I SAW BEAUTIFUL SWEDEN AND MET GOOD NEW FRIENDS
The project “To Connect through our Differences“ carried out in our school,
has created wonderful opportunities for the pupils involved. Our first contact
with our peers from the partner countries began last spring, when friends from
the other partner countries visited us and our school. We were overjoyed with
this encounter!
Vilma, a fifteen-year-old girl from Sweden stayed with me at my place. She
is not much older than me - a radiant, smiling, cheerful girl, very open and
sincere. We immediately fancied each other. We started to chat and very soon
overcame “the language barrier”. When in the children’s room we talked music,
school, hobbies and friends. Wilma said she liked very much Bulgarian cuisine;
especially the banitsa (cheese pie) made by my granny Dora, my mum’s
moussaka and some other traditional dishes. We decided to put some cake on
our faces as a joke. It was very funny! Then we took some photos and played
the piano. During the next days we went for walks, Dad drove us to the historic
Assen‘s Fortress and we saw the beautiful panoramic view from there.
A couple of months later, in the winter, it was our turn to visit Sweden. We
flew out from Sofia to Copenhagen and then by bus arrived to Varnamo, where

our Swedish friends live. On our arrival, it was a dark and clouded night and
cold weather, but the next morning the day smiled.
The hosting families were waiting for us. I was so lucky to stay at my friend’s
Vilma. Her little brother, a black puppy in his hands, showed at the door. Vilma’s
house is very nice and interesting, it is an old wooden house and when inside,
you can hear some creaking sounds that evoke the sounds of someone’s steps.
When we had dinner Vilma’s mother told us that the house was inhabited
by a good ghost. It was a bit scary, but Vilma reassured me: it was the boards
that were creaking in the wind. We had “meatballs” for dinner. Some time later
Wilma’s grandma came to their house. She was apparently a great and caring

grandmother, just like my granny Dora. Together, we cooked the traditional
Swedish cinnamon cookies.
I also remember
my visit to Sweden
with the Santa Lucia
celebration. On that
festive day, our hosts,
the Swedish pupils,
presented a wonderful
concert.
During our stay
in Varnamo we made
a lot of friends. Since
that time we very often
talk on Skype and
exchange emails.
We could also
experience some
typical Swedish
hobbies:
we
played floorball
and tried ice
skating.

The Project „To Connect through our Differences“ gave me a chance
to make friends from abroad and to get to know Sweden for a while. I learnt
about Swedish holidays, traditions, religion and educational system, I saw a
beautiful country and made good new friends. Everything impressed me a lot
and I am very happy with being part of this interesting project. For me, it is an
unforgettable experience.
Maria-Vasilena Naydenova, Bulgaria
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MOBILITY TO AUSTRIA
A trip abroad is always exciting. Participating in the Comenius
project is an interesting and responsible activity. However, participating
in the project is not only travelling, it also includes a lot of extra work,
knowledge, skills and it takes a lot of time to do all the tasks properly.
This month three students (Lauris and Emil Zdanovskis, Laura Plotka) and
two teachers from Dagda secondary school visited Austria. We were in
Wien from 18th till 21st February. Flight from Riga to Wien took us about
two hours. The days passed quickly, we hardly noticed the time. At the
Westbahnhof (this is the western part of Wien) terminal, we were met by
Austrian coordinator Beatrix BUchner and Austrian host families.
Firstly, we got to know Wien Gymnasium. All project participants were
warmly welcomed by the students and teachers. We were greeted by High
School student choir and drama clubs actors’ performances. Austrian students
remembered every project within the framework of mobility and reminded us
on the brighter moments of each country. It was interesting to know about
educational system in Austria, too. The atmosphere in school was warm and
friendly. Then students from Austria, Portugal, Poland, Hungary, Bulgaria,
Sweden, Latvia and Denmark presented their look on „Contemporary art.“
Our students spoke about Latvian art and celebrity artists, presented their
favourite hip-hop dance. We gave Latvian landscapes as a present for each
country. The paintings were created by our local artists. We hope that those
paintings would make our partners remember the beautiful nature of Latvia.
The next day we had a sightseeing tour around a city. Although the
weather was rainy, it did not spoil us the pleasure to visit Wien History
Museum, where we learned many facts about Austrian emperors and
important historical events. We also visited the tour „Time Travel“.

On Friday we had lunch in one of the most beautiful cafes in Wien. After
having lunch a project coordinator from Poland spoke about the activities of
the next mobility in Poland, which is planned in May. We watched spectacular
performances, where students from partner countries demonstrated their skills in
playing melodies by national composers, singing popular songs and dancing their
favourite dances. Bulgarian students had organised an exhibition of postcards
made for St. Valentine’s day, which is celebrated on 14th February, and everybody
could take some of them with love poems inside for their memory. We were
satisfied and excited.
It was also interesting to visit the Museum of Modern Art Mumok. We could feel
art trends of our age. Students and teachers had the opportunity to learn Austrian
culture, make new friends, enjoy the warm spring- time, and to dream about the
next trip.
In conclusion, I would like to thank the Comenius project coordinator in
Austria Beatrix and her teachers’ team for their warm hospitality and planning
all activities, which were enjoyed by all Latvian teachers and students, for their
careful attitude and help for everyone in the project. We would also like to thank
parents who supported the children during this journey. We say “Goodbye,
Wien!” and thank you for those people, who support us during our travelling.
Teachers Snezana Smirnova and Valdis Orols, Latvia

MY TRIP TO VIENNA
This story began last spring. Me and my family was very excited to have
two girls as guests from Austria. I immediately made good friends with Janina
and Steffi. They spent four days with us and our Music School. So I could
hardly wait to see them again this year!
This February it was my turn to visit them. We traveled to Vienna by train
as a company of four: two of my music teachers and my cello friend, Cilli. We
took our cellos, too.

We saw the Hasburgas summer residence - Schönbrunn Palace with its
decorative gates. Now in the palace there the royal relics and objects of daily
use are exhibited. Wien is also famous for its classicism and Art Nouveau
architecture, its luxurious cafes. We saw and visited the magnificent old
Austrian church on the Stephansplatz square.
Austria is a land of music, famous for Tyrolean songs, music by Strauss,
Mozart, Glinka, Liszt, Beethoven and Brahms. We visited the House of
Music, where we were able to enjoy classical music, trying to compose
our own melody, listen to different natural sounds, as well as learn famous
composers‘ biographies. There we bought interesting musical souvenirs.
In the evening we had one more encounter with music - it was the show
„Paradise“ in Odeon theatre (Brazilian troupe).
The students took part in
the creative workshops. They
had to compose poems in their
native language, then they
presented and translated them
into English. Each country had
its own theme. Our students
talked about courage, how
they understand that word in
connection with the project.

We arrived on a Tuesday. Steffi,
Janina and her family were waiting for
us at the station. Everybody introduced
themselves to everybody and then we
went off to have some fun. We visited
the Donau – tower to see fantastic
panorama of this beautiful city.
The next day we went to
school with Janina and Steffi. Their
classmates presented their travels to
various countries. It was super-exciting to see an Austrian school. Everything
was different. That afternoon we visited the Schonbrunn castle. Unfortunately
the weather was quite unpleasant. But we had a fun workshop inside.
The following two days
were packed with sightseeing.
We even got to see Madame
Tussaud`s where we took a lot
of funny pictures with the wax
stars. I got on the ferris-wheel
in the Prater. We also had to
work a bit. We gave a concert,
we played Yesterday by the Beatles on our cellos. Our teacher accompanied
us on the guitar. Then we gave a presentation on Hungarian contemporary
composers. We got a large round of applause.
I had a fantastic time in Vienna. I still keep in touch with Janina, Steffi and
even some of their classmates!
Juli Szalay, Hungary
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EVALUATION OF THE PROJECT
Thanks to all!
There are different races, a large diversity of nations and languages in
the world. Each of us comes from different countries with his life experience
and a point of view. However, we, all students from the world, in this diversity
are united by pleasure of well done work, sonorous songs and fun dances, of
having cooked pancakes and baked pies together. We share the pleasure of
meeting, and the ability to learn new things in rich diversity. Everbody comes
with his heart and mind wealth, and that make us together so beautiful and
colourful.
Our strength is in the fact that being so different, we can agree and unite
ourselves, the values, that we got from our cooperative work, we put into
practice of our countries.And it doesn’t matter, wherever in Europe we live.
Latvian Project coordinator, Marija Micķeviča

WHAT PORTUGUESE STUDENTS FEEL ABOUT PARTICIPATING
IN THE COMENIUS PROJECT
“TO CONNECT THROUGH OUR DIFFERENCES” 2012-2014

Connect Through Our Differences
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PORTUGUESE STUDENTS EXPERIENCE ACROSS EUROPE
BEATRIZ
Visiting Sweden was like meeting heaven on earth: all blond with blue
eyes like little angels! It made also remind certain values already forgotten in
our country. Though the Swedish I could observe the mistakes our culture is
making and the new options for correcting them. I think it was a very inspiring
experience, capable of changing the way I see the world and other cultures.
The people in spite of being shy welcomed us as if we have been friends
for a very long time. I loved the fika with my new friends and the evening tea
carefully prepared by Isabella’s mother
RAM
Hungary: most people have green or blue eyes. We must leave 10% tip in
restaurants and cafés. Souvenirs are more expensive there than in Portugal.
Dinner after 5 pm. People wake up earlier. Schools start earlier. We seldom
listen to cars horns. There are few free wifi spots. Most computers still have
Windows XP system!

JESSICA CRUZ
The food in Sweden was different as they don’t eat meat or fish with rice
and potatoes as we do. The climate is cold and and it snows. The families are
united and they spend a lot of time together cooking, watching films, etc.
PEDRO
In Denmark English is taught since they are very young. The recycling
and cleaning of the city are 2 essential things. The temperature can reach the
-10ºC during the night. We should eat a lot of fat at breakfast to face the low
temperatures. Denmark has a constitutional monarchy. Domestic learning is a
regular subject at school. The houses are all heated. When we are talking about
friendship, languages are never a barrier.
PATRICIA
To me this trip to Sweden brought me a new perpective of a world I wasn’t
used to see. The differences marked me: when I arrived and saw lots of tall blond
people with blue eyes. The food was different: they drink milk ate lunch. One of

NAIR JOAO
My trip to France was a great, unique, sensational, amazing experience. It
gave me the chance to meet the unknown, make friends I will never forget, as
well as having the chance to have a second family, who was super kind and
nice to me!
ANA RAQUEL
France is a country where fashion has its highlight. Visiting the Eiffel tower
and having a view of the Champs Elise was magic.
ADELCIA
They all got shocked and delighted with our differences in Bulgaria. We
spread our culture and receive theirs.
SIMAO COSTA
My trip to Latvia was a great experience. The capital, Riga, is beautiful,
with its Art Noveau buildings and monuments, quite different from Portugal.
The people were fantastic and I made new friends. I had the chance to learn
their costumes and watch their daily lives. It was an amazing experience which
I will never forget.

the things I most enjoyed was the citizenship: they all trust each other, there
were no lockers in their bikes. Once I lost my wallet and watch and I found them
later in the same place. The people are humble, honest and shy and welcomed
me as if I was their family always concerned with me. The climate was cold but I
like winter and snow. This was all a very different and inspiring experience and I
really would like to return. I am glad I took part in this project.
JOVANA
This trip to Bulgaria enriched me a lot, at levels such as social, cultural and
personal, as it gave me the chance to interact with totally different people. It was
a great challenge, where the acceptance of the others, the rest of the world, and
the differences leads to accepting ourselves.
EDNALDO
Travelling to Latvia was an amazing experience, as I had the chance to try a
lot of different activities, such as : horseback riding, cooking, creating handicraft,
visiting the capital, Riga, with its magnificent churches and gardens. I also had
the privilege to get to know the daily life of people there and get enrolled in their
culture.

Connect Through Our Differences
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FRANCE: MY COMENIUS PROJECT
During the 2012-2014 school year, I got involved in the Comenius
project. Every Monday at noon, we met with all the other students
involved (aged 11 to 14) with some of our teachers to work on various
productions and prepare the trips abroad ... What I prefer is when
we had students and teachers from other countries coming here.
We were all really excited to meet fellow Europeans, talk with them
about their lifestyle and help them discover our environment. But
we were also very stressed out about having to speak English! We
started early in the year to prepare for this trip: host families, meals,
tours, entertainment, decoration ... there was a lot to do but we were
all motivated. What was good was to be work in teams, with older
or younger students and students from other classes than mine. We
were all mixed up and gathered around this project.
Cécile, 8th

Travel in Denmark
During the Comenius „To Connect Through Our Differences“
project, we had the chance to go five days to Copenhagen in
Denmark There were four of us, two girls and two boys, and it was
the first time some of us took a plane! We were excited to see our
Danish friends but also very worried about having to speak English
in our host families. Finally, everything went very well, we were
welcomed by our host families, we visited Copenhagen and we had
a great time with our correspondents. This trip will remain in our
memories forever!
Alexina and Louis, 10th

Travel to Bulgaria
In February 2013, we went five days in Bulgaria. It was the
first time we went abroad without our parents. We enjoyed this
trip, during which we were able to discover a country that we don’t
know at all. We were very well looked after by the host families, and
we particularly liked it when we all danced together. We saw our
teachers from another perspective! And we sang traditional French
songs, again in chorus by everyone! We were really surprised to see
that adults in other countries knew our songs.
Sarah and Mélinée, 9th

Swedish Travel
In December 2013, we had the chance to go five days to
Varnamo in Sweden. This experience was really great! We played
hockey and ice skating, all the European students were mixed!
Swedish correspondents were very nice to us and our families made
us very comfortable. The most striking for us was the celebration of
St. Lucia. We were amazed by the costumes, songs and candles.
We hummed the song „Santa Lucia“ for a few days after our return
to France! We also liked the farewell party when our teachers were
not there!
Morgane and Leah 8th

„To Connect Through Our Differences“
This Comenius project has been going on for two years. It’s
drawing to its end so it is time to look at what we’ve achieved.
These two rich years’ work, sharing and meeting, went by very
quickly. Preparing hosting all the delegations is really a huge job.
But many colleagues joined me in organizing tours, prepare the
show, decorations ... I loved this team work, which gave us the
opportunity to share and work differently. We, the teachers, have
also created links with parents who have put a lot of efforts in the
project, and of course students. It was really interesting to see
that some students with learning difficulties would become so
fully involved in this project and provide such quality work. And
I think the students have also created links with other teachers.
Receiving delegations is a stressful and challenging time but it’s
also very rewarding.
I also had the chance to participate in two trips: in
Copenhagen, Denmark and Sweden, Varnamo. Each time, we

were very well hosted by our European colleagues, students
and their parents. All were very caring and very friendly. I also
enjoyed getting to know the school system of our neighbors,
and different pedagogies. This helps put our own practices in
question, to take on what is done well or less well, and innovate.
Indeed, after each trip, I want to try new practices, particularly in
the field of new technologies.
I thank all the coordinators, all the school principals, parents
and students from each country in this project, in short all those
who made this experience possible and have allowed all these
meetings and all these exchanges. I hope to keep good contact
with my European friends!
Marianne Crogny,
French coordinator

Connect Through Our Differences
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AUSTRIA: WHAT THE COMENIUS PROJECT MEANS TO ME...
For me the Comenius project means friends. I met so many really nice
people. Before the project started I did not think that I would have so many
friends from so many different countries. After the mobilities my new friends
and I shared photos and videos about the mobility, wrote many E-Mails and
were happy that we were allowed to attend such a beautiful project. I think
for everybody it was really interesting to talk about the differences of our
countries but also what is similar or the same. I was really nervous before
the mobility to Austria started because my Hungarian host-sister came to
my country! The time with her and her friend was beautiful. What I also
learned was that music is really connecting because we could not really
talk so much in English so we sang popular songs together and had very
much fun. The project means to me to experience cultures we do not really
know. I think many of us did not know much about countries like Bulgaria
and Latvia because in Austria we do not hear much about them but now
everyone knows much about it. And I learnt that Hungarian is the most
difficult language I can think of right now!

Steffi

to travel around to meet new people and see new places. I really loved the
project and would do it all over again.

Dinah

When I first heard about the project I was really excited. But when I went
to Copenhagen and Asenovgrad, I was even more. The people in the other
countries were all so nice and were making sure that we had a good time
there. The guest families were really kind and they were always taking care
of us. I learnt about new cultures, feasts and ate some new kinds of food.
I could also practise my English and learnt to talk more freely but beside
that, the more important thing: I talked with other people, had much fun and
I made new friends. And I realized that there are so many things we have
in common with the people from other countries. And actually there aren´t
many things that are different between us as I thought in the beginning. I´m
so sad that the Comenius Project already finishes this year but it was a great
experience and I will still stay in contact with the people I´ve met.

Hannah

For me it is a project of friendships in different countries. I think it is very
important to know how young people of my age live in other countries of
Europe, because nearly every country has different traditions and lifestyles
and I think we should know the most important facts of each country. The
best way to learn these is to travel to these countries. So I think this project
is the right one to “connect through our differences”.
Comenius also means to me that not only people from my country are
nice people. Also people from other countries are nice! It is great to have
friends in other countries and to communicate with them easily. This project
is also helpful to practice the English language.
Sometimes there is also a lot of work to do for the project. But I think that
this is not so bad because we learn a lot when doing it.
And, of course, it is always fun to travel to other countries and meet
many new people.

Johannes

The Comenius project was a great experience for me, because I‘ve
learned much about the other countries and their cultures. It was also
perfect to practise my English outside of the classroom. I‘ve also made
new friends, for example my host brother Finn from Denmark. With social
networks I am still in contact with him. My mobility to Kopenhagen was a
great experience; too, because it was the first time I was in another country
without my parents. I hope the project countinues, or starts again.This
project was great and I will always remember it. Thank you very much!

Lukas
When my teacher first told us about the project
I got really excited. I thought that the concept of the
project was just great. I even liked the name of the
project. The name was very meaningful and as I found
out later the name really matched the project. Even
though I wasn´t on the first mobility I thought it was a
great start. Before every mobility we had to prepare
presentations and inform us about the country which
was very interesting for me. When it was my turn to go
on a mobility it was even more interesting to do all that
stuff. On my mobility I met so many new people and
ate new food and learned about how other children in
other countries live in Europe. It was such an amazing
experience. I thought it was so great that I accepted a
girl to stay at my place when the other children visited
us. The whole project was just awesome. I think it was
a great opportunity for children who maybe can´t afford

This project was the best I’ve ever had, because I met so many different
and nice people! And now I know some more facts about the European
partner-countries. The programme of each country was very interesting and
funny, too. We saw an important part of the city and our partner school
which is located there. We all did something for the project, so it was a great
experience for all of us.

Janina
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DENMARK : COMENIUS PROJECT „TO CONNECT THROUGH OUR DIFFERENCES“ - 2012 - 2014
In the summer of 2012 we got the final green light by our politicians in the
municipality to join the Comenius project “To Connect Through Our Differences”.
The summer vacation was therefore an extra good opportunity to relax and
gather energy for an upcoming school year and an exciting 2-years Comenius
project that we had high hopes for. Our expectations were particularly linked to
the students‘ opportunities to meet other students from other countries.

We were the first country to host all partners. We had many great thoughts
on how we should plan the details. We knew that Denmark would probably be
one of the most expensive countries to live in and we did not want to organise a
visit to us, that would be a huge economic burden on the countries - there was
of course much travelling ahead.
We were also confident that we created a program, where our students had
an active part as they looked extremely much forward to receive students and
teachers from all participating countries.
Looking back on
it, we would have liked
to put a little more air
into the program and to
have an extra day for
further exploring and
togetherness.
The many travels and
experiences as teachers
and students have given
each individual student
and teacher very much.
Parents have been
extremely happy that
their children have had
the opportunity to travel
abroad and to experience
things from „inside“.
There is no doubt
that the various travels
and visits and the feeling
to belong to a project
community have given
the students a greater
sense of European
identity.

Everywhere where we traveled the students and teachers felt well received.
They have been taken up, passed through and felt very welcome.

And if there was something we would have done differently it would be
that we between our travels should have had more professional exchanges
between students in different countries. We have not given it weight enough
in this project and there may be many reasons for it. We are sure that this
particular dimension will give students an even greater experience of belonging
to the group of different participating countries.
There remains only to write: Thanks for a great collaboration. Thanks for
the many unforgettable experiences – there is so much we have to offer around
in Europe, and what we have in common, is at least the mutual warmth and
hospitality that we have felt, no matter where we traveled to.
Jonas Kloppenborg, Denmark

Connect Through Our Differences
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THE PROJECT: “TO CONNECT THROUGH OUR DIFFERENCES”
Our European Comenius Adventure
Two years ago we decided to embark on a Cultural Project aiming to connect students and teachers from nine European countries for the purpose of
getting them to know our unique European cultures and having them learn to appreciate our differences.
Here are our partner countries, coming from all parts around Europe:

This project provided a unique opportunity for the children taking part
in it to step into the shoes of their peers from other countries in Europe
and experience their culture from inside. Our main approach in view of
achieving our goals constituted in the general effort to grant through our
mobility activities real life experience of different cultures and of differing
ways of life. We had nine mobility periods planned, each focused on
different aspects of culture.
The HUGE SUCCESS of our project consists in it having been further
developed by the Comenius teams in the partner countries in the best
possible way. All the partners really took the project to heart. Each mobility
event happened during unique moments and celebrations for the respective
countries. All our partners succeeded to create the most country-typical
ambience during the visits. We all lived with our project during the two years
when it was carried out.
The evaluation of a project usually requires the enumeration of a series

of significant facts.
We had planned to involve 127 children in mobility events but at the end
177 children were involved.
We had planned 98 adults to be involved in mobility events and we had
148 adults involved.
This means 50 children more and 50 adults more than the planned
numbers were concerned and experienced the beneficent impact of the
project. That makes 100 additional mobility participants altogether.
For any of these hundred additional participants their view of life is
today different and has been permanently changed. Every new participating
child had its world view broadened, has experienced memorable
moments and has made new friends. These children had the chance to
travel across Europe and see the beauty of our continent. They became
more open-minded and less judgmental; they learnt to be respectful of
the different cultures. They are more aware of cultural diversity today.

10

Connect Through Our Differences

Issue 4/ May 2014

Shared opinions in the filled feedback sheets point unanimously to the
following:

 ٭Pupils are more self confident in the use of English in the exchange
with their peers;
 ٭The project helped the pupils better understand and more easily accept
different cultures;
 ٭Pupils’ social skills were improved;
 ٭Pupils made a lot of new friends;
 ٭They would like to be involved in other European projects;
Here are some further comments about the project:
“This project was one of the best experiences in my life and if I had
another opportunity I wanna definitely go”, Simao Pedro Costa, Portugal;

 ٭The most enriching part for the students in the project was the possibility
for them to work within international teams and to participate in the visits
abroad.
 ٭The best moments during the project were: the workshops, when
students from different countries have been working together, performing
in front the others; the good feeling and understanding.
 ٭The established contacts are a great opportunity for future partnerships.
Parents’ feedback about the project:
 ٭The project was beneficial for their children; they have seen them
motivated; they have taken part in the activities of the project: as a hosting
family or have prepared some cakes or sandwiches for the reception of the
foreign guests or have helped with the dissemination of the project – writing
articles for the local media; they would like their school to take part in a new
Comenius project.
“These projects are very important for our children. They help them
become more independent and more sociable. They also help them to
improve their English.” Elisabete Cruz, Portugal (Jessica’s mum).
“I like the way my daughter was involved and participated in the

“The project has
been a great way to learn
about other cultures
and to understand how
international community
works. You learn more
and get much more
information when you
physically are in the
country”, Lorke Soes
(Denmark);
“Everything
was
great. I am happy
that I had a chance to
participate in this project
and visit Paris”, Sintija
Loce (Latvia); “Through
this project I learnt a lot
about the other European
countries; I practised my
English, met new friends
and had a great time!”
Maria Ruikova (Bulgaria);
“I really like this
project and I think that
it is very interesting
and important for all
students”,
Catarina
Costa, Portugal.
The teachers’ comments on the project in the final feedback sheets are
as follows:
 ٭The project has increased cultural awareness and maturity in students;
it developed language skills and multicultural competences; it stimulated
positive interaction between students and staff and has contributed to the
improvement of the school reputation in the local community. The project
also contributed to the enrichment and diversity of the school curriculum. It
has positive effects on our performance as teachers. The project granted
the opportunity to get to know nine European school systems, and visit
lessons in partner schools. The discussions about bullying, national exams
and other topics of common interest and the visits around partner schools
helped to enrich the teachers’ knowledge, their skills and competences and
have them aligned at European level.

Comenius project.” Marija
Badune, Latvia.
The impact of the
project on the life of
each child, who had the
possibility to experience
existing
cultural
differences in Europe,
is even greater than
expected. It helped pupils
overcome their doubts
and fears about their own
future and be more selfconfident; it gave them
a great stimulus for their
personal development,
for their life and triggered
greater
willingness
to learn. All mobility
episodes were unique
and beautiful in their own
way.
Words are not strong
enough for us to express
our gratitude to all the
national
coordinators
and partners involved in
the project. This project
helped our children
become genuine European citizens and it also, we believe, impacted
Europe as a whole and contributed to turning it into a better place to live.
THANK YOU ALL, DEAR NATIONAL COORDINATORS, FOR THE
GREAT JOB DONE TOGETHER!
The project “To Connect Through Our Differences” was in itself a
journey into our own culture and into the culture of our partners. In this
project we learnt to be ourselves, to bear proudly our cultural traditions and
also to accept the others as they are. We have learnt to connect through
our differences!
Emilia Gadjurova, Bulgaria
Main Project Coordinator
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